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your radio reading service

Sydney: 1224 AM & 100.5 FM     Newcastle & the lower Hunter: 100.5FM 

Wollongong and Illawarra: 93.3 FM

2RPH Digital


Instructions
Turn on your recording device, state your full name and date of the recording, then proceed to read the following four (4) articles below.  Once done, save the audio file and email it to info@2rph.org.au.
Reading 1: Minister Blasts Meta, Supports News Outlets
Communications Minister Michelle Rowland says the need for access to trusted information has “never been more important” after tech giant Meta abandoned independent fact-checking on its social media platforms in the US. After tech billionaire and Meta founder Mark Zuckerberg announced he was scrapping third-party fact checkers on Facebook and Instagram, Ms Rowland declared the antidote to online misinformation was “quality, fact-checked information” from public broadcasters. 
Meta’s shift towards X-style “community notes”, where users comment on the accuracy of posts, comes just weeks ahead of Donald Trump’s returns to the White House. The president-elect – a close ally of tech billionaire and X Corp owner Elon Musk – has previously criticised Meta for hindering free speech and censoring right-wing views. 
Meta’s changes to third-party fact-checking are occurring only in the US at this stage, not in other jurisdictions such as Australia. With the Albanese government increasingly at odds with Mr Trump over a push to place limits on social media access and combat online misinformation, Ms Rowland said Labor was committed to “high quality and diverse public interest journalism”. 
“Misinformation can be harmful to people’s health, wellbeing, and to social cohesion,” a spokesman for Ms Rowland said. “Misinformation … is complex to navigate and hard to recognise. “Access to trusted information has never been more important, that’s why the Albanese government is supporting high quality, fact-checked information for the public through ongoing support to ABC, SBS and AAP.” 
Anthony Albanese said tech giants had a “social responsibility” and backed his government’s ban on teenagers under 16 accessing social media, which passed parliament with bipartisan support in the final sitting week of the year. 
(Continued on next page)

“We know that the rise in mental health issues for young people is linked with social media,” the Prime Minister said. “All of the experts tell us that that’s the case. So we’ll continue to act in our national interest. And I say to social media – they have a social responsibility and they should fulfil it.” 
Labor will also force tech giants to pay for Australian journalism under a new scheme that will tax digital platforms, such as Facebook, if they do not negotiate with news providers. The initiative announced in December was in response to threats from Meta to block news content on its platforms if it’s forced to pay. Meta withdrew from the Morrison-era media bargaining code, which was worth an estimated $1bn to media outlets. 
eSafety Commissioner Julie Inman Grant warned Meta that despite the changes, it “must comply with Australian law” and her organisation would continue to remove harmful content, such as child sex abuse, pro-terror and cyber abuse material. 
“eSafety will continue to ensure compliance and we note Meta’s comments in relation to its ongoing focus on this area,” she said. “eSafety will also continue to use its transparency powers to require or request answers from tech companies about what they are and are not doing to tackle a range of online harms and whether they are living up to the government’s Basic Online Safety Expectations.” 
Australian National University Tech Policy Design Centre founding director Johanna Weaver said Meta’s move “underscores the futility and fragility of stand-alone self-regulation”. “With Trump’s election, it is even more unlikely that this type of tech regulation will come from the US,” Professor Weaver said. “This creates opportunities for other governments brave enough to step into the breach.” 
Monash University associate professor of news and political communication Emma Briant criticised Meta’s move, saying anyone surprised by the decision “learned nothing from Mark Zuckerberg’s role in the Cambridge Analytica affair … Fact-checking is only one small part of the solution to the problem of contemporary propaganda.” Cyber safety expert Susan McLean also criticised the move, saying more education for children and adults was required to improve “digital literacy”
Reading 2: Suburban War of Words, With 'Weaponised' Heritage Rules
Pro-development banners have been slashed and residents threatened with fines as a clash over the state government's railway station housing plan divides one of Sydney's smallest councils.

Suburban Croydon is one of 37 NSW neighbourhoods due to be rezoned to allow six-storey apartment blocks near railway stations under Labor's Transport Oriented Development (TOD) plan.
Burwood Council successfully campaigned for the state government to delay the rezoning so it could develop its own "Croydon master plan", to be presented to the government within weeks.

It calls for 90 per cent of housing planned for Croydon to be moved away from the government's proposed 400- metre radius around the station, some to streets more than a kilometre away.
"Rather than passively accepting the state's proposed provisions, we are actively engaging with the community," Burwood's Labor Mayor John Faker wrote in a mayoral minute in November. The alternative plan has angered some residents, who say the council's desire to preserve federation and interwar houses near the station punishes other areas.
Last week, Croydon residents were threatened with $750 fines for displaying pro-TOD signs outside their homes and last month a banner was slashed at night.
TOD for Croydon group member Van Nguyen said three residents received council letters warning of penalties for "unauthorised advertising". "It really makes us angry that we can't protest on our own properties," she said. "There's lots of Burwood Council signs around about the TOD being bad and 'having a say'."
The council had determined the signs violated planning codes following a resident complaint.

A spokesman said it would not issue the threatened fines. "The [TOD and council proposals] are of key importance to our local community. With this in mind, and given the signage appears to be of a temporary nature, at this stage council does not plan to take any further action."

A petition created by Nguyen, with more than 530 signatures, asks the government to reject the council's proposal and implement the original TOD provisions.
"There is a housing crisis, and fixing that is not something each council can achieve," she said. "The master plan is a cherry-picked area: there's no rationale, and it's actually closer to Burwood station.”

Nguyen said the proposals had particularly confused residents who do not speak English, pitting neighbourhoods against each other.
(Continued on next page)

"It has really divided the community, which is a shame because we are such a small community."

Justin Simon, chair of the Sydney YIMBY development lobby, accused the council of suppressing one side of the TOD debate.
"There were anti-TOD petitions up for weeks in a prominent position next to Croydon station that nobody took down, so clearly there's selective enforcement," he said. "We already knew Croydon were world champions at weaponising the heritage laws, but ... they found a way to use the planning system to suppress criticism."

Reading 3: My 2RPH story: Wendy Toogood
Volunteer reader, Wendy Toogood, who listeners can hear regularly reading for The Australian, shared her story of learning about 2RPH and eventually deciding to contribute to the station.

A few years ago, she became interested in finding a radio station for her mother, Elaine Toogood, who is 95 and legally blind. Wendy came across 2RPH at that time but unfortunately the signal didn’t reach the Central Coast where her parents were living.

She said: “Nevertheless, I thought that Radio 2RPH sounded like a really valuable organisation. As a recently retired Head Teacher of Business Studies with TAFE NSW, I was looking for worthwhile voluntary work to occupy some of my time. I applied to be a reader, sat for an audition, and after an orientation session I became a trainee reader [in 2019].

“My mother's story, however, is that, as a 20-year-old, she was working in the St James Building in Sydney as a fine dressmaker, on the day the war in the Pacific ended (8 August 1945). She and her friends heard about the announcement and came down out of their building and rode a truck to Martin Place where they danced together beneath the falling tickertape. Thousands of people were in the streets celebrating the wonderful news of the end of the war.

“A photo of her dancing with her friends appeared in the newspaper of the day in 1945 and has become quite famous. The same photo appeared again in the Daily Telegraph recently to celebrate 75 years since VP Day.”

Reading 4: Pronunciation List
	· Aluminium
	· Kiribati

	· Braggadocio
	· Pronunciation

	· Unanimity 
	· Yosemite

	· Maligned
	· Diaspora

	· Ricochet
	· Hyperbole

	· Penchant
	· Quinoa

	· Endoscopy
	· Mischievous

	· Dais
	· Epitome

	· Entourage
	· Facade

	· Prerogative
	· Xi Jinping
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